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Subsequent to the recommendation of the State Level Expert 

Committee Meeting held on 05 August 2021, we have filed a W.P. 

17422 of 2021 (prayer petition) and the counter filed by Shri. Marimuthu, The 

Joint Commissioner, Srirangam for W.M.P.No.18524 of 2021, on 28 January 

2022.

 We confirm the receipt of the web copy of the orders of The Honourable 

High Court of Madras on 31 March 2022.
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 As per the directions of The Honourable High Court of Madras, we,          

Shri. V S Jayabal and Dr S Velumani, the donors to the construction of the 

Shree Pundarikatcha Perumal Temple RajaGopuram Thiruppani, Thiruvellarai 

are writing this communications for information regarding the Thiruppani / 

developments took place between 2014 and 2022.

 These details are being highlighted to the State Level Expert Committee 

for their perusal and to issue the necessary directions to us to continue the 

noble task of completing the existing incomplete mottai RajaGopuram (two 

Tiers, 60 feet height) to its final Grandeur seven Tier RajaGopuram (seven Tiers, 

120 feet height).

Bhagavad Gita

Explanation by: Dr. S. Radhakrishnan

Chapter 12 - Slogan 12           Devotion and contemplation
Better indeed is knowledge than the practice (of concentration); better than 

knowledge is meditation; better than meditation is the renunciation of the 

fruit of action; on renunciation (follows) immediately peace.

Chapter 12 - Slogan 13           The True Devotee

He who has no ill will to any being, who is friendly and compassionate, free 

from egoism, and self-sense even-mided in pain and pleasure and patient.

Chapter 13 - Slogan 7                Knowledge 
Humility (absence of pride), integrity (absence of deceit), non-violence, 

patience, uprightness, service of the teacher, purity (of body and mind), 

steadfastness and self-control.

Chapter 13 - Slogan 8                Knowledge
Indifference to the objects of sense, self-effacement and the perception of the evil 

of birth, death, old age, sickness and pain.

Bhagavad Gita

Explanation by: Dr. S. Radhakrishnan

Chapter 13 - Slogan 11             Knowledge
Constancy in the knowledge of the Spirit, insight into the end of the knowledge 

of Truth - this is declared to be (true) knowledge and all that is different from it 

is non-knowledge.

   Chapter 16 - Slogan 1              Those of Divine Nature
Fearlessness, purity of mind, wise apportionment of knowledge and 

concentration, charity, self-control and sacrifice, study of the scriptures, 

austerity and uprightness.

   Chapter 16 - Slogan 2              Those of Divine Nature
Non-violence, truth, freedom from anger, renunciation, tranquillity, aversion 

to fault finding, compassion to living beings, freedom from covetousness, 

gentleness, modesty and steadiness (absence of fickleness).

   Chapter 16 - Slogan 3            Those of Divine Nature
Vigour, forgiveness, fortitude, purity, freedom from malice and excessive 

pride.

Chapter 17 - Slogan 11             Three Kinds of Sacrifice

That sacrifice which is offered, according to the scriptural law, by those who 

expect no reward and believe firmly that it is their duty to offer the sacrifice, 

is 'good'.

Chapter 17 - Slogan 12        Three Kinds of Sacrifice

But that which is offered in expectation of reward or for the sake of display, that 

sacrifice to be 'passionate'. 
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Highly inspired by the most intricate and complicated, Shree 

Pundarikatcha Perumal RajaGopuram built incorporating 

Hoysala Architecture back  in 14th century and the sheer magnitude  of this 

ancient   one of the 108 Divyadesams, Shree  Pundarikatcha Perumal Temple,

fourth in the order, considered to be ancient  to Shree Ranganathaswamy 

Temple  ShreeRangamaml, prompted our family to undertake Adithiruvellarai 

this great magnificent task of completing this incomplete mottai RajaGopuram 

to its final Grandeur of 7 Tier RajaGopuram. 

 With all the blessings of Shree Pundarikatcha Perumal and 

Pankajanayaki Thayar and Sengamalavalli Thayar our family was blessed with  

this noble task. 

 Right at the entrance to this Ancient Temple, this mottai RajaGopuram 

presents a gloomy look and it's considered to be Üñƒèô‹.

 During many of our visits to this Great Temple, since 2007 our family 

developed a keen intersect to develop this ancient Temple.

 We could very well realize and understand the sentiments of the visiting 

devotees for centuries from all over the world.

 In this context, we have submitted the Expression Of Interest to the 

HR&CE Department in August 2013 for this noble task to complete this 

incomplete mottai RajaGopuram to its final Grandeur of seven Tiers.

 Subsequently, we had discussions with the then Commissioner Shri. 

Dhanabal on 24 February 2014 at HR&CE Department office in 

Nungambakkam. He gave in-principle permission to proceed with our task with 

the request to utilize the Lime-Mortar for the construction instead of cement. 

 We had discussions with IIT-Madras on 25 February 2014 and discussed 

about this project. They evinced lot of interest and agreed to guide us. The first 

visit was made in 01 May 2014 followed by the Technical Experts to evaluate the 

feasibility of this RajaGopuram to take additional five Tiers. They conducted the 

2.  RajaGopuram Briefing

studies in 2014 and 2015 and gave us a feasibility Report on 02 September 

2016. 

National Institute of Technology - Trichy also conducted a feasibility 

study and submitted the report in 13 August 2014.

 We have received the GO from The Joint Commissioner, Srirangam on     

15 December 2015.

 In continuation, we have also entered into Memorandum of 

Understanding with IIT-Madras on 31 May 2016. 

 We continued the strengthening of the RajaGopuram as per IIT-Madras 

report from 2016 to March 2020.
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3.  HR&CE Secretary Shri. Rajaraman's Report

On 5th November 2015 the then Secretary Shri. Rajaraman visited 

the Temple along with The Joint Commissioner Shri. Pon 

Jayaraman and submitted the report dated 19 November 2015.
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4.   Sthala Puranam

To the best of our knowledge Sthala Puranam was not available for 

Shree Pundarikatcha Perumal Temple, Thiruvellarai. 

Therefore, one of the Donors  êì«è£ð ó£ñ£¸ü î£ê¡, 

                           ì£‚ì˜. âv. «õ½ñE has authored the 

Sthala Puranam book after elaborate discussions with the elders and 

literature search was published on February 2016. 

Secretary Shri. Rajaraman, HR&CE Department addressing the devotees on 

04 November 2015, during the Sadhur Vedha Parayana Programme
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5.1         Interim Reports

We have been constantly submitting the seven Interim Reports to 

appraise the Department on the progress of the Thiruppani.

Report 1 -  15 Jan 2016

Report 2 -  14 Apr 2017

Report 3 -  26 Oct 2017

Report 4 -  14 Jan 2018

Report 5 -  22 Mar 2019

Report 6 -  07 Jan 2020

Report 7 -  25 Dec 2021

The Interim Report-4  dated 14 Jan 2018 was handed over to the then 

Commissioner Srimathi. Jaya at the HR&CE office on 19 April 2018 by one of 

the Donors Shri. V. S. Jayabal
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The Interim Report - 5   dated 22 March 2019 was handed over to the then 

Commissioner Shri. Phaneendhra Reddy on 19 July 2019 by one of the Donors 

Dr. S. Velumani

5.2      Conservation, Preservation and

Maintenance Manual

In the absence of this Manual, the Thiruppani works in various 

Temples in TamilNadu were made in haphazard way resulting in eye 

sore to the devotees and the litigations at the Honourable High Court of Madras. 

16 of 92 17 of 92



The Interim Report - 5   dated 22 March 2019 was handed over to the then 

Commissioner Shri. Phaneendhra Reddy on 19 July 2019 by one of the Donors 

Dr. S. Velumani

5.2      Conservation, Preservation and

Maintenance Manual

In the absence of this Manual, the Thiruppani works in various 

Temples in TamilNadu were made in haphazard way resulting in eye 

sore to the devotees and the litigations at the Honourable High Court of Madras. 

16 of 92 17 of 92



 The draft of the Conservation, Preservation and Maintenance Manual 

Temples was drafted by the Thiruppani Committee consisting of Engineers, 

Agama Experts and Sthapathi headed and compiled by the donor, who himself 

is a Mechanical Engineer qualified from Indian Institute of Technology – 

Kharagpur in 1972.

 The donor has also authored the Part-1 and Part-6 of the six parts 

Conservation manual. The part-6 recommends some of the administrative 

procedures to be followed by the HR&CE Department although few of the points 

already mentioned in the HR&CE act.

 This unavailability of this Conservation manual led to the haphazard 

Thiruppani works carried out by the different people over the period of past six 

decades. 

 The Honourable High Court of Madras has been insisting over many 

years for this Manual.

 After discussions with The Commissioner, HR&CE Department in Feb 

2020 the donors have prepared this Conservation, Preservation and 

Maintenance Manual of the temples and submitted the copy of this draft 

Conservation, Preservation and Maintenance Manual on 30 Sep 2020.

 This Manual is about 636 pages. This is the Volume-1. Any procedures 

missed out in this volume will be included in Volume-2 which is under 

preparation by the donors.

5.3     HR&CE Commissioner - 

Shri. Phaneendra Reddy's visit

Shri. Paneendhra Reddy, the then Commissioner visited 

Thiruvellarai on Wednesday, 13 Feb 2020 alongwith The Joint 

Commissioner, Shri. Pon Jayaraman to inspect the renovation / Thiruppani 

works being done in the RajaGopuram. After elaborate discussions with him in 

regard to the importance of the Manual, we the Donors offered our services for 

drafting of this for the Conservation, Preservation and Maintenance Manual 

Temples. Immediately, he gave his concurrence  and we started working on the 

Manual from March 2020. 

 We have also extended our help to offer the onsite training programme to 

the regional Sthapathies and the HR&CE Engineers at our Uyyakondar 

Ramanuja Koodam at Thiruvellarai by our RajaGopuram Thiruppani 

Committee, consisting of Experts in Agamas, Sthapathies and the  structural 

Engineers. The Commissioner also agreed in-principle to work out the details.
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Unfortunately, since March 2020 there was a lockdown in India due 

to the pandemic situation and continued till March 2022. Our 

Thiruppani Committee have utilized this opportunity to draft the 636 pages 

Conservation Manual authored by Engineers, Agama Experts and Sthapathies 

in a six months time between March 2020 and September 2020. The first copy, 

the Volume-1 of this draft Conservation Manual was handed to the then 

Commissioner Shri. Prabhakaran on 29 September 2020. 

5.4         HR&CE Communications
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6. 1    State Level Expert Committee

As per the directions of The Honourable High Court of Madras on     

07 June 2021 with respect to the Suo Motto W.P. No. 574 of 2015 

and the related WMPs, the State Level and the District Level Expert Committees 

were formed by the HR&CE Department to review and accord sanction to the 

various Thiruppanis to be carried out in the TamilNadu Temples.

 The Joint Commissioner Srirangam, Shri. Marimuthu communicated to 

The Commissioner, requesting the RajaGopuram's permission in the letter 

dated. 08 July 2021 with request to submit this letter to State Level Expert 

Committee meeting scheduled for 05 August 2021.
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During one of the meetings of the State Level Expert Committee held 

on 05 August 2021 at HR&CE Head Office, Shree Pundarikatcha 

Perumal RajaGopuram project was discussed. Our Sthapathy Shri. 

Kumaragurubharan, representing the RajaGopuram Thiruppani committee 

and the Joint Commissioner, Srirangam, Shri. Marimuthu participated in the 

proceedings. 

 When this RajaGopuram Thiruppani issue came up the Agama Experts, 

Sthapathies accorded their concurrence for this project. But, the State Level 

Thiruppani Committee directed us to get the permission from The Honourable 

High Court of Madras. 

 We were anxiously waiting for the permission in this 05 August 2021 

meeting, but we were very disappointed the Committee asked us to get the 

permission from The Honourable High Court of Madras.

 Accordingly, we have filed a W.P. 17442 of 2021 with The Honourable 

High Court of Madras.

6. 3    RajaGopuram Expenses6. 2    State Level Expert Committee Meeting
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7. 1    Experts opinion and Report

Shree Pundarikatcha Permual Temple – Thiruvellarai 21 Jun 2021

Construction of the incomplete MottaiGopuram to its final Grandeur, 

abandoned since 1300AD. The Thiruppani / construction works 

initiated and started by the donors in 2014 and continued upto 2020, after 

having done the emergency Thiruppani works, was stopped temporarily 

awaiting the directions from the Honourable High Court of Madras. 

The Honourable High Court of Madras has requested the HR&CE 

Department to form different committees as mentioned below before proceeding 

with any new Thiruppani / construction works, in its order dt. 07 JUN 2021 

while disposing the Suo Motu W.P.No. 574.

The donors would like to explain the compliance of the different points 

mentioned in the State level expert committee.

State Level Expert Committee

1.  Structural Expert

The donors have entered into an MOU with Indian Institute of 

Technology, Madras in 2016 and executed the strengthening of the 

RajaGopuram as per the advice of IIT-M.

The donors have also received the feasibility report for additional 

construction from National Institute of Technology – Trichy.

2.   Archaeological Expert

The donors have received Archaeological experts report for constructing 

the additional five tiers from the existing two tiers to ultimately the seven tiers 

RajaGopuram to its final Grandeur, perhaps the builders of the RajaGopuram 

would have conceived in 1300AD, the Hoysala Kingdom from Karnataka 

incorporating the Hoysala Architecture.

7.2    Archaeologist’s Report
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3.  Conservation Expert

One of the signatories to the MOU entered into IIT-Madras was also the 

Director of the , National Center of the Conservation of Heritage Structures

having its Headquarters in IIT-Madras. NCCHS was established by the Ministry 

of Human Resources – Newdelhi.

4.  Qualified Traditional Sthapathi

The qualified and approved sthapathi by the HR&CE Department is one 

of our Thiruppani Committee members and executing the RajaGopuram works.

The then Chief Sthapathy, Shri. Muthiah recommended for a seven Tier 

RajaGopuram and provided the Donors with the approved drawing

7.3      Chief Sthapathy’s approved drawing
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5.  An Expert from History

The present incomplete RajaGopuram in the northern entrance was 

estimated to be constructed by Hoysala King 3rs Narasimhan around 1311 BC 

by historians. A detailed report is provided to the donors by Dr R Rangarajan 

M.A., Ph.D., Department of Vaishnavism, University of Madras. 

6.  Epigraphy Study of Stone Inscriptions - 260 pages

The detailed report of the Thiruvellarai temple stone inscriptions were 

studied and documented by Shri. V Vedachalam M.A., Dip. Epgy. & Arch., 

Ü¼ƒè£†Còè‹ è£Šð£÷˜, Department of Archaeological Society of India, 

Tamilnadu during 1977. The report contains 260 pages, the last 4 / 5 pages 

also describes the paintings in the Shree Pundarikatcha Perumal Temple. The 

copy of the report is also in position of the donors. 

7.  Iconography and Fine Arts – Use of images and symbols to represent 

an idea

Explained in the above point no. 6

8.  Two Agama Experts

The three Agama experts, Vaikanasa Agamam (Vaishnavam), 

PancharatraAgamam (Vaishnavism) and Saiva Agamam have given their 

consent and reports about this RajaGopuram and recommended for completing 

it to its final Grandeur. 

In addition, the Vaishnava Jeers from Ahobila Madam, Kurnool Dist. - 

Andhra Pradesh, Anadavan Ashram - Srirangam, Thirukundrankudi Jeer – 

Thirunelveli and Nanguneri Jeer have also given their consent and 

recommended that Shree Pudarikatcha Perumal RajaGopuram must be 

completed to its final Grandeur. 

Apart from this, Shri. Swaminatha Sivachariar, Saiva Agama Expert from 

Mayiladuthurai, Tamilnadu has also given his consent and recommended for 

completing the RajaGopuram, for the well being of the society.  

7.4      Expert Committee Recommendations
Vaishnava & Saiva Agama Experts
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9. Representatives from HR & CE

Commissioner and Additional Commissioner, Thiruppani will possibly 

be representing HR&CE Department.

10. PWD Department 

The team of the PWD Department from the HR&CE department is also 

monitoring the Thiruppani works done by the donors at Thiruvellarai on regular 

basis.

State Level Committee

1. Historical expert  2. Qualified sthapathi

3. Architectural expert   4. Mural expert 

5. Conservative experts   6. HR&CE Department

All the compliance Reports by this Committee are mentioned in the above 

State Level Expert Committee.
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8.1.      UNESCO’s Report

At this juncture we would like to point out the development of the 

MottaiGopuram in Srirangam, to 13 Tier Grand RajaGopuram, the 

tallest in SouthAsia in 1970's. One of the UNESCO Experts from Paris visited 

Srirangam in 1967 and submitted his report.
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8.2.      ICOMOS  Report
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9 .    Archaeological Survey of India - ASI Manual 1923

Archaeological Department. The first Archaeological Survey of 

India's Manual was drafted by Sir. John Marshall in 1927. Some of 

the points highlighted in this manual is given.
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10.    Commissioner Shri. Kumaragurubharan's visit

On Vaikunda Ekadasi Day, Tuesday the 14th December 2021, the 

HR&CE Commissioner Shri. Kumaragurubharan and Joint 

Commissioner, Srirangam, Shri. Marimuthu visited the Temple for inspection 

on the renovation works done both at the fourth Prakaram and the 

RajaGopuram between 2014 and 2021. 

He spent a good three hours re-viewing on the Technical details on the 

renovation works. He was also handed over a copy of the Temple Conservation, 

Preservation and Maintenance Manual authored by Donor Shri. V.S. Jayabal     

( supported by the Thiruppani Committee Team ). 

He was extremely satisfied to see the quality of renovation works and the 

documentation systems. The Donor also expressed their intention to share the 

knowledge with the HR&CE Department and to give a on-site Training 

Programme to their staff at Shree Uyyakondar Ramanuja Koodam, 

Thiruvellarai, in regard to the Agama rules, the Temple Architecture and the 

construction techniques.

HR&CE Commissioner Shri. Kumaragurubharan will organize a suitable 

date and the staffs to be trained, for the benefit of the renovation of the Temples 

at TamilNadu.
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11.     Joint Commissioner Srirangam,

Shri. Marimuthu's Report
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12.     Conclusions
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The computer generated 3D model in the existing Mottai RajaGopuram.

The inside construction details are also shown.

The computer generated 3D Drawings of the seven Tier completed RajaGopuram.

The inside construction details are also shown.
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Our temples are built, conserved, preserved, maintained, managed 

and administered according to the Agamas and Sirpa sastras, 

which are very ancient possibly thousands of years old.

ASI + UNESCO has a very very limited role to play possibly no role to play 

in our Temple management. Because, our temples are the Living monuments.

We humbly request the State Level Expert Committee to give a 

permission to complete this MottaiGopuram into seven Tier RajaGopuram to its 

final Grandeur.

«è£M™ î¬ôõ£ê™ ñƒè÷èóñ£è Þ¼‚°‹ ð†þˆF™ Ü¬ùˆ¶ 

«êõ£FèÀ‹ I‚è ñA›„C Ü¬ìõ£˜èœ.

ï£´‹ ñ‚èÀ‹ ²H‚þñ£è Þ¼Šð£˜èœ.

We the entire worldwide devotees are eagerly awaiting to see this 

monumental, Hoysala architectural Raja Gopuram taking it's full shape with 7 

Tiers.

ï¡P. õí‚è‹. 

Shri  V. S. Jayabal, M.Tech.         Dr. S. Velumani, M.D 
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